
Guide to Devon’s 

Woodland and Natural 

Burial Sites 



Devon natural burial sites 

There are eleven woodland and natural burial sites in Devon  

(in order of appearance in this document).  

 

 Approximate cost (as of May 2014) 
 including grave preparation 

 

Bidwell Woodland Burial at Rattery, near Totnes   £ 820 

Sharpham Meadow near Totnes    £1380 

Conquerors Wood at Cockington, near Torquay   £1200 

Crossways at Cheriton Bishop     £ 850 

Exwick Natural Burial at Exwick Cemetery, Exeter*   £ 800 

Great Bradley Cottage at Templeton, near Tiverton   £ 500 

Yealmpton Woodland Burial at Yealmpton, near Plymouth   £ 900 

Dartmouth Natural Burial at Longcross Cemetery*   £ 550 

Mole Valley Woodland Burial at Queen’s Nympton, nr South Molton   £ 800 

Seaton Natural Burial at Seaton Cemetery*                 £ 650 

Beer Cross Woodland Burial near Sampford Courtney   £ 950 

 

* a designated part of an existing council owned cemetery 

 

To book a burial at any of these sites please call Heart & Soul Funerals on 01803 840779 



Bidwell is a beautiful, wild and informal site surrounded by mature woodland. To 
reach the burial plots you walk down over a brook, where there is a huge oak tree 
under which ceremonies can be held. You then walk up the hill to the graves. The 

coffin can be put on a handcart and everyone can help to take it up there. The site 
is managed by its owner, Andrew Lithgow. The graves are between lines of trees, 
now about ten years old. Eventually these trees will be harvested and new lines 

planted, and new graves put between those. There is a big poly tunnel near where 
you park, but you can’t see this from the top. You can have a native tree planted 

or put native shrubs on the grave. Small grave plaques are allowed. 
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More about Bidwell Woodland burial 



Sharpham Meadow – a new natural burial site just outside Totnes 

 
Sharpham Meadow Burial Ground 
 

Sharpham Meadow is a new natural burial ground a few miles outside Totnes on the edge of the 

Sharpham Estate. Situated at the top of the hill it has stunning views over the River Dart. Small 

grave markers will be allowed, and the site will be managed as meadowland. Lots of wild flower 

seeds have been scattered. With plenty of parking, a fire circle and a planned structure to keep you 

out of the wind, it is beautiful place for a natural burial. The cost is £1400 for a prepared plot.  

For further details about the Sharpham Meadow burial site please call green fuse on 01803 840779. 
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Cockington Woodland burial at Conquerors Wood is part of the Torbay Coast and Countryside 

Trust. Set up high on the hill, it has fantastic views of Torbay. The site is just on the big ring 

road, and so has some traffic noise and is open to dog walkers. The trees are young, but there 

are some more mature ones around the site. It is quite tightly managed – you can only have their 

standard memorial plaques, no shrubs or plants can be planted, and no flowers left on the grave. 
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Crossways Woodland Burial at Cheriton Bishop is within easy reach of Exeter. 

It is a lovely site with views of Dartmoor, sensitively managed by its owners 

Martin and June Chatfield. The trees are young and therefore it still looks a 

bit sparse. It has a log cabin for ceremonies for up to 30 people. Martin puts 

some raw wool in the grave, which is a nice touch. You can choose a native 

tree or plant native flowers or shrubs and have a small plaque. 
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More information on Crossways 



j 

Exwick Woodland burial is a designated corner of Exeter City’s Exwick cemetery 

in a glade amongst mature trees. It is a small, sheltered area. No plaques or 

plants are allowed on the graves, so they are, effectively, unmarked. You can use 

the recently renovated cemetery chapel which holds about sixty people. The 

staff at Exeter do make a real effort to accommodate family’s wishes and needs. 



j 

More information on Exwick Woodland Burial 
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Great Bradley Cottage at Templeton, near Tiverton, is owned and managed by 

Catherine Hunt who is an enthusiast for natural burial. A meadowland site part 

planted to form an orchard, the trees are young. It is another with beautiful views. 



More on Great Bradley Cottage 
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Yealmpton Woodland Burial, near Plymouth is owned and managed by a local trust set up 

by the Parish Council. The site is on a hill with wonderful views of Dartmoor. It was fields 

so, with the trees planted around 2000 it is still a relatively immature site. You can 

choose a native tree and have shrubs, plants and a small plaque on the grave. 



j 

More on Yealmpton Woodland Burial 



Dartmouth Woodland Burial at Longcross Cemetery – a fenced off area in the corner of the 
cemetery for woodland, where the grass will be left to grow to encourage wildlife, the graves can 
be marked with a small tablet and funeral directors are required to undertake the burial. Bio-
degradable coffins and shrouds are permitted. Rights of burial last for 20 years. 

 

Mole Valley Green Burial Ground, Woodhouse Farm, Queens Nympton, South Molton, Devon 
EX36 4JH. Brian and Jeanne Nicholas. 01769 574512 

Based on an organic farm, the burial ground adjoins an old wood as is south facing over the Mole 
Valley. A native tree can be planted on the grave with a small plaque attached with the name – no 
other plaques are allowed. You can visit a grave at any time without notification. 

 

Seaton Woodland Burial Ground. You can have a Woodland Burial at Seaton cemetery. Woodland 
burials allow a natural form of burial within an area especially dedicated to the creation of a 
flourishing woodland.  Seaton cemetery offers views over the surrounding countryside. Those 
who have chosen a woodland burial will be contributing to the creation of a new sanctuary for 
wild plants, birds, butterflies and other wildlife.   

The cemetery is managed to evolve in a way that will bring enjoyment to the local community and 
future generations.  Only biodegradable coffins and adornments will be permitted allowing the 
area to remain as natural as possible.  After an interment the area will be returned to grass. The 
Council will plant trees and shrubs at its discretion to enhance the woodland feel. Any tree 
planted will be a living memorial of great longevity. No individual markers or monuments will be 
allowed on any grave although there may be an opportunity to site benches within the woodland 
area onto which memorials may be inscribed. 

The professional services of a grave digger must be employed for health and safety reasons. Only 
single body burials are permitted in the Woodlands Cemetery. An Exclusive Right of Burial 
Certificate may not be purchased for the Woodlands Cemetery. 

 

To book a burial at any of these sites please call Heart & Soul Funerals on 01803 840779 

 

 

 


