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Decorate the ceremony hall, with flowers, plants, candles, objects, 
coloured materials and photographs. 

Let family and friends carry the coffin in – it is such an honour and 
heartfelt thing to do.

Place the coffin on trestles closer to the family for a more intimate feel if 
there is space for this.

Choose a celebrant or minister who will spend time finding out about 
the person who has died and help you to devise a ceremony which 
reflects their views and beliefs.

Choose whatever words and music you like – they do not have to be 
funereal. Live music is always special. 

Crematoria are all different and you may have a choice of more than 
one.  Choose the one that feels better, or has a longer ceremony time.

Consider holding the main funeral ceremony elsewhere, in our beautiful 
ceremony hall, at home, a village hall or elsewhere. 

Book a double time at the crematorium if you want to have a longer 
ceremony, so you don’t feel rushed. 

Make time during the ceremony to place single stems or posies on the 
coffin if there are not too many people. 

Have time for quiet reflection with beautiful music. A sense of spacious-
ness in the ceremony is better than overcrowding it.

Funeral centre: 7, High Street, Totnes, TQ9 5N  and
Funeral home:  Riverstone, 18 Dart Mills, Buckfastleigh TQ11 0NF

01803 840779 / 01364 643522 
www.heartandsoulfunerals.co.uk
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